
 
 
 

Two Years Later — Ben the Bear at ARK 2000 
 
Our happiest anniversary wishes to Ben, a hybrid black bear who arrived at ARK 2000 two years 
ago this month. Ben spent six years at Jambbas Ranch Tours in Cumberland County, North 
Carolina. Despite bears being naturally intelligent, active and inquisitive animals, he 
was confined in a barren 12' by 22' chain link and cement-floored enclosure with no opportunity 
to dig, climb or explore, like bears naturally would in the wild. 
 
Ben lived a miserable life. His only source of enrichment was an old bowling ball and some 
decrepit stumps of wood. The hard and inescapable concrete floor was damaging to his footpads, 
and confinement in a small enclosure led to Ben spending his waking hours repetitively pacing 
his cage - a sign of chronic distress. 
  
After a long and hard-fought battle by PETA, the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) and 
concerned citizens, Ben was rescued from his wretched cage and transferred toARK 2000. Little 
did this bear know that he was going to be transported in style! After hearing his story FedEx 
agreed to fly Ben across the country, dubbing his plane "Bear Force One." His transport team 
included PAWS' president Ed Stewart, the late wildlife veterinarian Dr. Mel Richardson, and 
Carney Anne Nasser, formerly with PETA and who is now working with Animal Legal Defense 
Fund. 
 
Ben now lives on more than 1.5 acres in the Bob Barker Bear Habitat at ARK 2000, which was 
specifically designed for bears, with trees, grass, natural vegetation and a large pool - an 
environment far closer to a bear's natural habitat. When Ben was released into his new home, it 



was likely the first time he had ever felt grass beneath his feet. PAWS provides Ben with 
nutritious food and expert husbandry and veterinary care. He lives alongside black bears 
Sampson and Cinnamon. 
  
In January 2014, the U.S. Department of Agriculture temporarily suspended Jambbas Ranch 
Tour's exhibitor's license, which cannot be restored until the facility is in compliance with 
federal Animal Welfare Act regulations. According to the facility's web site, the ranch remains 
closed to the general public. 
  

 
 

August marked Ben the Bear's second anniversary at PAWS. In honor of the occasion his keepers 
gave him a special treat - a huge sunflower smothered with some of his favorite foods, including 

peanut butter, homemade apricot jelly and organic apple gummies. 

 
 
Ben's anniversary is a reminder of the other bears who still suffer in horrible conditions in 
roadside zoos and attractions and those used for entertainment, including at county and state 
fairs. These bears are bred and used for display, public feeding, photo opportunities and petting 
sessions - all for profit. They are traumatically separated from their mothers and exposed to 
rough handling and abuse; some bears are cruelly declawed, causing intense pain and 



preventing them from engaging in natural behaviors such as digging, manipulating food and 
climbing. When the bears are no longer profitable they are discarded, sent from one miserable 
place to another. Some bears are slaughtered for their meat. 
  
What you can do to help bears in captivity  
 

 Never visit a roadside zoo or attraction that confines bears. Urge family, friends and colleagues 
to avoid these places as well.  

 If your local fair features captive bear shows, voice your concerns to the fair organizers. Write a 
letter to the editor of your local paper, educating people about the suffering of bears for these 
shows and calling for an end to them. 

 If you see bears in conditions that are causing them to suffer, file a complaint with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Document what you see on video and/or photos. (For assistance 
contact PAWS director of science, research and advocacy, Catherine Doyle, 
at cdoyle@pawsweb.org.)  

 Avoid pseudo-sanctuaries that offer public contact or photo sessions with bears or any other 
wild animals. 

 "Adopt" a PAWS bear and help support their care! Cinnamon, Sampson, Boo Boo, Winston and 
Oma also came from dubious roadside zoos and the backyards of people who cruelly kept them 
as pets. For more information on adopting a bear click here .  

 Make a special "Happy Anniversary, Ben!" donation by clicking here! 
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