
 

 

Traveling Exotic Animal Protection Act (TEAPA) 

Introduced on November 2, 2011, in Washington, D.C., by PAWS, Animal Defenders 
International, Bob Barker and Jorja Fox. 

Why is this legislation important? 

1. It will protect animals like Nicolas and Gypsy and the Bolivian lions from the 
cruel life on the road spent traveling and performing. 

2. It will save the government $$ by eliminating some of the biggest abusers of the 
Animal Welfare Act. 

 

The Show Must Not Go On! 

Help us end the use of exotic and wild animals in traveling circuses. 

 
Due to the nature of traveling circuses, where animal accommodations must be 

small, lightweight, collapsible and fit on the back of a trailer, circuses simply cannot 
provide animals with the space and the environment they need to maintain physical 
and mental health.  

   
Traveling circuses cause suffering to exotic and wild animals: 

  
Limited space. The animals' living spaces are always small and the animals’ ability 
to move around is severely restricted.  

  
Extended hours inside vehicles. Not only are circus animals forced to travel 

great distances, but they must also be loaded well before the circus is packed to 
travel to the next location.  The animals must then wait in their vehicles while the 
circus is set up, before they can be unloaded. Set up time can take as long as 24 

hours, even on short journeys.  
  

Lack of free exercise and restriction of natural behaviors. Circuses may pitch 
their show in any spot they can find – on roadsides, in fields, on a concrete parking 
lot. The animals’ needs are not taken into consideration. 

  
Stress from abnormal conditions. Solitary animals are housed alongside other 

animals; prey species are kept in sight of predators; family group animals are 
isolated. Any of these circumstances can cause psychological suffering, and 
sometimes even insanity. 



  
 

The tricks these animals are forced to perform require extreme physical 
coercion and violence, including the restriction of food and/or water, use of bull 

hooks, stun guns and other electric shock devices, as well as metal bars, whips, 
and intimidation. 
  

These conditions cause the animals to be prone to health, behavioral and 
psychological problems. The extreme levels of stress that circus animals endure 

can make an already dangerous animal, even more dangerous, a scary thought 
when you consider their close proximity to the public. These situations have 
resulted in human injuries and even deaths. 

  
A prohibition on the use of exotic and wild animals in traveling circuses is 

proportionate, responsible, and even economical. 
  
The monitoring of animal welfare, and enforcement of regulations in the United 

States, as in other countries, is expensive! 
  

For example: The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) inspected the 
Carson & Barnes Circus 42 times from 2007 to 2010. The average cost per 

inspection was $1,363, for a total cost of $57,246 to taxpayers. 
  
Worldwide, it has been found that licensing and inspections for animal circuses is 

costly. In the UK, for example, the Department of the Environment estimates that 
the annual cost of inspecting the country’s four animal circuses (with only 30 

animals) would be  $12,665.96 – $18,965.96. 

The show must not go on!  

 

Performing Animals in Traveling Shows  

Need Your Help Today!  

 
If you live in the United States, your constituent letters and phone calls to your 

member in Congress will make a huge difference in the life of an animal in a 
traveling show. 
  

Why should you write and call your representative? 
 

 Citizens in the United States, and around the world, are becoming 
increasingly aware that circus animals suffer from violent training techniques, 
as well as the severe confinement forced upon them due to the constraints of 

constant on-the-road travel. 
 

 Animals in traveling circuses not only endure confinement, but also physical 
and social deprivation, long, arduous journeys, brutal control methods and 
physical violence.  

 Investigations have documented patterns of physical violence, where routine 
training methods involve pain and punishment, and animals are forced to 

perform unnatural tricks out of fear.  



 

 The training tools of the circus industry include bullhooks (a heavy bar with a 
sharpened point and hook used on elephants), electric prods, whips and 
other weapons.  

 Large animals, such as lions and tigers, spend their lives cramped in small 
cages, and elephants are forced to live chained by one or more of their legs 

for hours and hours on end.  

 Traveling circuses pose a serious threat to public safety, and keeping wild 

animals confined under duress, in dangerously close proximity to the public, 
has proven disastrous.  

 Circus workers, and members of the public, including children, have been 
killed and maimed by circus animals. Lions, tigers and elephants have all 

escaped.  

 Progressive countries around the world such as Austria, Denmark, India, 

Sweden, Costa Rica, Singapore, Peru, Bolivia and others, have taken action 
to ban wild animals from traveling circuses, and a similar measure is being 
discussed right now in the United Kingdom.  

 Cities and counties across the United States have also passed ordinances 
prohibiting circus animal performances in the interest of protecting animals 

and the public.  
 

 

 
To PAWS friends in the United States. . .  
 

If we work together with Congress we can prevent wild animals from suffering in 
traveling circuses here in the United States. 

  
We need your help NOW! 

  
We urgently need your calls and faxed letters today! 
 

Please write formal, polite letters to your Congressional representative. Ask your 
friends and family to do the same. 

Which method of correspondence is most important? 

1. personal letter 

2. personal fax 

3. personal phone call 

4. personal email 

  
Find your representative here: http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/  

View sample letter on the next page. 

 

http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/


 

 

 
SAMPLE LETTER 

 
Please fax and mail formal, polite letters, to your representative's district 
office today. Your phone calls are also needed!  

 
 

 
 

Today's Date 
 
 

 
Dear Congressman/Congresswoman _____________,  

 
I am writing as a constituent concerned about the welfare of wild animals forced to 

perform in traveling circuses in the United States. I am writing in favor of the 

Traveling Exotic Animal Protection Act (TEAPA). 

 

Americans are becoming increasingly aware that circus animals suffer from severe 

confinement - unavoidable because of the constraints of a difficult life of constant 

travel on the road. Tigers, bears, elephants and other wild animals spend hours on 

end either chained, in small cages, or crowded onto trailers and train cars. 

  

A circus animal's life of ongoing deprivation is punctuated by moments of physical 

violence. Investigations have documented a pattern of abusive training methods 

where pain, punishment and fear are employed to force these wild animals to do 

unnatural and demeaning tricks. The tools of the trade include bullhooks, whips, 

and electric prods which are used to hit, "hook", and shock animals.  

 

Countries around the world, and cities across the country, have recognized the 

importance of banning non-domesticated animals in traveling circuses. I am 

respectfully calling on you to take a stand, with your compassionate constituents, 

against this abuse and work toward protecting circus animals in the United States. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 



 

 

TRAVELING SHOWS 

A message from Pat Derby 
  

One dangerous lesson learned from the Ohio Exotic Animal Farm tragedy on 
October, 2011, is how vulnerable a community can be when chaos is unleashed. 

  
To expect our first responders to be able to deal with dangerous wild animals at 
large is not only naive, but puts an unnecessary burden on their already 

overworked, and under-budgeted public safety departments. 
  

Traveling shows come to our towns and park their transport cages and trailers in 
areas of close proximity to schools, shopping centers, churches and community 
parks. 

  
We must ask ourselves: How realistic is it to expect these traveling shows to 

conduct regular psychological evaluations on each of their animal handlers and 
workers who have access to locks, cages and chains? 
  

The PAWS sanctuary houses a number of animals whose former owners were 
involved in criminal activities. 

http://www2.nbc4i.com/news/2011/oct/19/35/49-animals-killed-hanna-calls-it-tragedy-animal-wo-ar-794094/

