Nicolas Atwood
Campaigns Coordinator, Animal Rights
Foundation of Florida (ARFF)
Nicolas Atwood has worked with ARFF on
issues affecting animals in Florida for over
12 years. He has a Masters degree in Public
Administration from New York University.
Since its founding, a focus of ARFF’s work
has been the use of animals in circuses and
traveling acts. ARFF worked to enact landmark animal display
bans in the cities of Hollywood (1990) and Lauderdale Lakes
(1992). More recently, ARFF helped pass ordinances in Miami
Beach and three other South Florida cities to prohibit the use
of bullhooks, electric prods, bucking straps and other cruel
devices.
Carson Barylak
Campaigns Officer, International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW), Washington D.C.
Carson Barylak leads IFAW’s U.S. Big
Cats in Captivity policy campaign and
spearheads wildlife policy efforts related
to trapping and predator control reform.
Prior to joining IFAW, Ms. Barylak worked
as a Federal Policy Advisor at the Animal
Welfare Institute. She also completed a post-graduate litigation
fellowship with the Natural Resources Defense Council and,
while in law school, served as an intern with local and national
wildlife advocacy organizations. She holds a J.D., B.S. and B.A
from Ohio State University, where she was active in advancing
sustainability policies. Ms. Barylak has considerable experience
with legislative and regulatory issues affecting wildlife
protections at the state and federal level.
Marc Bekoff
Author
Marc Bekoff is a former Professor of
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Colorado,
Boulder, and co-founder with Jane
Goodall of Ethologists for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals. He has
won many awards for his scientific
research including the Exemplar Award from the Animal
Behavior Society and a Guggenheim Fellowship. Mr. Bekoff has
published more than 1000 essays (popular, scientific, and book
chapters), 30 books, and has edited three encyclopedias. In
2005 he was presented with The Bank One Faculty Community
Service Award for the work he has done with children, senior
citizens, and prisoners. In 2009 he was presented with the St.
Francis of Assisi Award by the New Zealand SPCA.
Madeline Bernstein
President, Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Los Angeles (spcaLA)
Madeline Bernstein is a highly
accomplished, articulate and respected
attorney who is one of America’s
preeminent leaders and advocates
promoting animal welfare. As a frequent
speaker and commentator on issues relating to animal welfare,
ethics and law enforcement, she advocates the humane
treatment of and respect for animals through education,
enforcement, and mentoring. Ms. Bernstein currently serves

on the board of directors of the State Humane Association of
California (past president), the California State Fish and Game
Advisory Committee, National Federation of Humane Societies
and the State Office of Emergency Services CARES Committee.
She is the recipient of the Boeing Crystal Vision Award
among others. Bernstein is also a Visiting Professor of Law at
Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College.
Scott Blais
CEO and Board President,
Global Sanctuary for Elephants
Scott Blais has worked with and for
captive elephants for over 25 years. He
started at age 15 as an elephant trainer,
quickly learning of the brutality that
captive elephants experience. In 1995
he co-founded The Elephant Sanctuary
in Tennessee. As Director of Operations for over 16 years,
Mr. Blais managed and trained elephant care staff, oversaw
rescue and transport, and participated daily in the care and
the recovery of the 25 Asian and African resident elephants.
After leaving TES in 2011, Scott became an international
consultant for captive elephant health, welfare and protective
legislation. In 2013, Mr. Blais and his wife Kat, former lead
caregiver and veterinary liaison for TES, joined Dr. Joyce
Poole and Petter Granli of ElephantVoices to form the Global
Sanctuary for Elephants, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
the development of new sanctuaries worldwide. Mr. Blais and
his wife currently reside in Brazil, spearheading development
of South America’s first natural habitat sanctuary, Elephant
Sanctuary Brazil.
Carol Bradley
Author
Before turning to books, Carol Bradley
spent 26 years as a newspaper reporter in
Tennessee, New York, Washington D.C.
and Montana. She studied Animal Law
as a Nieman fellow at Harvard in 2004
and has written about the meat-packing
industry, horse slaughtering and other
animal welfare issues. Her first book, Saving Gracie: How
One Dog Escaped the Shadowy World of American Puppy
Mills, was published in 2010. Her second book, Last Chain on
Billie: How One Extraordinary Elephant Escaped the Big Top
(St. Martin’s Press), came out in July. She lives in Great Falls,
Montana with her husband and three dogs — a husky mix and
two border collies, all rescued.
David Casselman
Attorney, The Casselman Law Group
David Casselman is a highly regarded civil
trial lawyer, having secured hundreds
of millions of dollars of verdicts and
settlements. He is a former law school
professor, a frequent public speaker, and
an author. He has co-authored legislation
that is now part of California statutory
law. Mr. Casselman has lent his legal
expertise, pro bono, to help animals throughout Los Angeles,
including the six-year crusade to close the elephant exhibit at
the Los Angeles Zoo. That case is still pending. Mr. Casselman
is also the founder and co-director of the Cambodia Wildlife
Sanctuary, partnering with the Cambodian government to

protect the last remaining one million acres of un-mined jungle
land. The Sanctuary actively protects critically endangered
habitat and the animals living in it, while developing a world
class eco-tourism facility. Mr. Casselman is also a founder and
co-director of Elephants In Crisis, an organization focused on
the plight of elephants worldwide.
Jennifer Chatfield
Animal Safety Monitor
Movie Animals Protected (MAP)
Jennifer Chatfield has been an animal
caregiver and advocate for most of her life.
She groomed and exercised show horses
and polo ponies, as well as caring for
her own horse through high school. She
worked for several years as a racehorse groom at the Southern
California racetracks, before being hired as an animal keeper
at the Los Angeles Zoo where she worked for 30 years. While
most of her time was focused on gorillas, Ms. Chatfield had the
opportunity to work with many different species during her
tenure at the zoo. On retiring from the zoo, she worked for the
American Humane Association’s Film Unit as a Certified Animal
Safety Representative. She is now involved with Movie Animals
Protected (MAP), monitoring animal safety on film sets.
Cristina Colissimo
Co-Founder and Creative Director,
Wild Immersions; Writer, Producer,
Director, Crossover Productions
Cristina Colissimo is currently involved
in Wild Immersions, a revolutionary
new entertainment company that
creates 4D, 360-degree immersive experiences. She is also
an accomplished writer, producer, director and responsible
for numerous film and television projects. These include
the award-winning documentary film One Lucky Elephant
(Oprah’s OWN Network); and the groundbreaking television
docu-series Ivory Wars, which she executive produced for
Animal Planet/Discovery International, that follows former
Navy SEALs in their high-tech and high-stakes campaign
against poachers and the illegal ivory trade in Kenya. Ms.
Colissimo had the unique experience of growing up at the zoo
her father founded, Zoo Miami. She is a member of WGA,
the Art Directors Guild, AERho, International Documentary
Association, Film Independent and is on the board of the nonprofit Ahali Elephants.
Jennifer Conrad, DVM
Wildlife Veterinarian; Founder and
Director, The Paw Project
The Paw Project is a nonprofit
organization that educates the public
about the harmful and often crippling
effects of declawing cats, both
large and small. The organization’s
efforts led to a ban on the declawing of wild and exotic cats
in California in 2005 and resulted in the USDA changing
the Animal Welfare Act to no longer allow the declawing or
de-fanging of big cats. Together with Dr. Kirk Wendelburg,
Dr. Conrad invented a paw repair surgery for big cats who
had been declawed. They have helped more than 77 big cats
in 230 surgeries with tremendous success in giving these
animals the ability to walk free of pain again. The effort was
chronicled in the documentary film, The Paw Project, which is

currently available through On Demand and is one of the most
recommended documentaries on Netflix.
Jonathan Cracknell, BVMS CertVA
CertZooMed MRCVS
Director of Animal Operations, Longleat
Safari and Adventure Park
Jonathan Cracknell has had a varied
career having worked in general
practice, as an emergency and critical
care clinician, a resident in anaesthesia
at the Animal Health Trust, and as a wildlife and zoological
medicine clinician internationally. His primary interests
are conservation-led initiatives, anaesthesia and welfare,
and capacity and capability development for NGOs in
Asia. He currently is Veterinary Advisor for the Polar Bear
EEP, Veterinary Advisor to the AZA Elephant SSP EEHV
Advisory Group, Trustee for Free The Bears, Wildlife Surgery
International, and is a member of the IUCN Wildlife Health
Specialist Group.
Jan Creamer
President/co-founder, Animal
Defenders International
Jan Creamer has filmed and
photographed undercover in
circuses, laboratories, and
slaughterhouses. She has organized
major long-term investigations
of animal circuses – evidence essential to 27 national bans;
exposed Have Trunk Will Travel; secured cruelty convictions.
She has provided governments with empirical and scientific
evidence to secure laws; launched TEAPA in the U.S.; and
steered legislation in numerous countries. Successes include:
national animal circus bans; cosmetics testing bans, UK and
Europe; EU declaration leading to ban on apes and wild
monkeys in experiments; CITES regulations on cross-border
movements of animal exhibitions; and shaping EU legislation
on vivisection. Ms. Creamer has organized wild animal rescues
in Europe, Africa, South America, and the U.S., and enforced
Bolivia’s circus ban, rescuing every animal. She is currently
overseeing enforcement of Peru and Colombia’s bans on wild
animals in circuses.
Sarah Baeckler Davis
President and CEO, Project Chimps
Sarah Baeckler Davis is a
primatologist, a non-practicing
lawyer, a nonprofit professional, a
fundraiser, and a bridge builder. She
has worked with and for chimpanzees
since 1997, when she met Washoe,
the famous “sign language chimp,” in grad school. She has
a graduate degree in primatology from Central Washington
University and a juris doctor from Lewis and Clark Law School.
Ms. Baeckler Davis led Chimpanzee Sanctuary Northwest (as
its Executive Director) for its first five years, taking it from
its infancy to an established and respected member of the
professional chimpanzee sanctuary community. She then
spent a year and a half leading the North American Primate
Sanctuary Alliance – which she co-founded in 2010 along with
six other sanctuary directors. She now works on chimpanzee
sanctuary issues through a new nonprofit organization called
Project Chimps.

John Di Leonardo
President, Long Island Orchestrating for
Nature (LION)
John Di Leonardo is an Anthrozoologist,
studying the interactions of human and
nonhuman animals on Long Island, and
president of Long Island Orchestrating
for Nature (LION), the area’s premier
animal advocacy organization. Since its
inception in November 2012, LION has stopped deer culls, a
geese cull and a rodeo, garnered violations for the Cole Bros.
Circus, and ended the Piccadilly Circus’ shows on Long Island.
Mr. Di Leonardo is a former intern at the Berman Academy
for Humane Education at the Detroit Zoo where he functioned
as Volunteer Coordinator for the “Keep Michigan Wolves
Protected” coalition. Currently, he serves as Queens Captain of
NYCLASS, working to end the cruel carriage horse industry in
New York City, and District 4 Leader to The Humane Society of
the United States in New York State.
Carter Dillard
Director of Litigation, Animal Legal
Defense Fund
As Director of Litigation, Carter Dillard
manages over half a dozen staff attorneys
and dozens of participating pro bono law
firms. He previously served as General
Counsel for Compassion Over Killing and
as Director of Farm Animal Litigation
for the Humane Society of the United States. Mr. Dillard
began his career as an Honors Program appointee to the U.S.
Department of Justice and later served as a legal advisor to
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, in the National
Security Law Division. He has taught on the faculties or
held appointments at Lewis and Clark Law School, Emory
University School of Law, and Loyola University New Orleans,
College of Law. He holds a B.A. from Boston College, a J.D.,
Order of the Coif and with honors, from Emory University, and
an LL.M. from New York University. Mr. Dillard has written
over two dozen articles, including peer-reviewed pieces, on
animal protection and human population ethics.
Catherine Doyle
Director of Science, Research &
Advocacy, Performing Animal
Welfare Society (PAWS)
Catherine Doyle has worked in the
area of captive elephant welfare
for more than 10 years. She
leads research efforts for PAWS,
including a behavioral study of
the sanctuary’s African elephants
– the first long-term study of elephants in a U.S. sanctuary.
Ms. Doyle also directs PAWS’ advocacy efforts, providing
expert testimony at government hearings on legislation
concerning captive wild animals, conducting media outreach,
and educating the public about the use of exotic animals for
entertainment, display and as pets, as well as the conservation
of wild species. Prior to working for PAWS, she was the
elephant campaign director for In Defense of Animals. She
has appeared on television, radio, and in print worldwide. Ms.
Doyle has a Master of Science degree in Anthrozoology. Her
essay on elephants appears in The Ethics of Captivity, Oxford
University Press, 2014.

Chris Draper
Programmes Manager (Captive
Wild Animals/Science),
Born Free Foundation
Chris Draper is a zoologist and
chartered biologist working on the
Born Free Foundation’s Zoo Check
program investigating the welfare
of wild animals in captivity, and
taking a lead on animal welfare
issues in the UK, elephant welfare, and the Compassionate
Conservation initiative. He has worked for several animal
welfare organizations on issues involving laboratory animals,
farmed animals and wildlife. He previously worked as an
animal keeper in a sanctuary in the U.S. with a range of wild
animals, and primarily with 50 retired laboratory chimpanzees.
Mr. Draper is also the European Coordinator for the Global
Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS). He is undertaking
a Ph.D. at the University of Bristol on the implementation of
legislation and assessment of animal welfare in zoos.
Alyne Fortgang
Co-founder, Friends of Woodland
Park Zoo Elephants
Alyne Fortgang holds a BA in Sociology
from the University of Buffalo. She
owned a map company that she sold to
Rand McNally in 1999 and retired at
48 years old. She has worked in animal
rights ever since. Ms. Fortgang has
served on the Board of Directors of Pasado’s Safe Haven. She
is co-founder of Friends of Woodland Park Zoo Elephants and
has been campaigning for these elephants for the past 8 years.
Jackie Gai, DVM
Attending Veterinarian,
Performing Animal Welfare
Society (PAWS)
Dr. Jackie Gai has worked with
captive wildlife for 25 years, the
past 13 years as a veterinarian.
She has cared for animals
in sanctuaries, zoos, wildlife
rehabilitation, privately owned
animals, the entertainment industry, and as a USDA inspector.
She is the Attending Veterinarian for the Performing Animal
Welfare Society, where she started working in 2001. She has
a heartfelt commitment to the care of elderly elephants, bears
and big cats, as well as serving the special needs of captive
wild animals with a history of neglect or abuse. Dedicated to
community service and animal welfare, Dr. Gai has served
on the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Director’s
Advisory Committee on the Humane Care and Treatment of
Wild Animals since 2003. She enjoys mentoring UC Davis
veterinary students, introducing them to unique aspects
inherent in caring for captive wildlife.
Julia Gallucci
Primate Welfare Consultant
Julia Gallucci is a primatologist and
animal welfare advocate with degrees
in anthropology and primate behavior.
Her early research focused on primate
communication and captive management

of chimpanzees. Ms. Galucci has worked as an advocate for wildanimal actors for more than a decade, focusing on educating the
advertising and entertainment industries about how primates
and other wild animals suffer behind the scenes. As a result
of her work with the animal-rights group PETA, all of the top
10 advertising agencies in the United States and numerous
companies worldwide now have policies in place that prohibit
the use of great apes in their advertising.
Martha Golar
Attorney
Martha Golar is a corporate attorney
with broad experience in the private and
public sectors. She has served as President
of two New York bar associations and
as a Faculty Coordinator and Adjunct
Assistant Professor at NYU’s School of Continuing and
Professional Studies. Ms. Golar is the past Chair of the Animal
Law Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of
New York, an independent, non-governmental organization of
more than 24,000 lawyers, law professors and governmental
officials. She is co-author of the manual, “Prosecuting Animal
Cruelty and Animal Depictions: Federal and New York Law”,
moderated an April 2013 program on the illegal trafficking
of elephant and rhino products, and was a speaker at PAWS’
2012 biannual conference. She presently serves on the advisory
board of animal welfare non-profit organizations.
Jared Goodman
Director of Animal Law, The PETA
Foundation
Jared Goodman oversees a wide range
of legal issues that arise from PETA’s
work for animals, including undercover
investigations, administrative law and
litigation. His many roles include lead
attorney for PETA’s shareholder resolution program, which
aims to expose companies’ animal use and enact animalfriendly policies by working with companies. Goodman focuses
on marine mammals used in entertainment, including at
SeaWorld and the Miami Seaquarium, where the solitary orca
Lolita is confined to the smallest orca tank in North America.
Among other efforts, PETA and others petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Services to include Lolita in the endangered
listing, from which she was unlawfully excluded, of the pod
from which she was taken more than 40 years ago. In response,
the government announced a proposed rule to include Lolita in
the listing. Goodman has also worked on various litigation and
regulatory matters regarding circuses and roadside zoos.
David Hancocks
Author, zoo/museum architect, former
zoo director
At the end of his studies to become an
architect, David Hancocks discovered that
London Zoo had an architects department.
Believing they had insights into designing
for the psychological and behavioral
needs of animals, which could be transposed to designing for
humans, he obtained a job there. He then walked out to see a
zoo for the first time, an experience of very conflicted emotions.
Mr. Hancocks has been involved with zoos ever since, trying
to improve them for animals and for people. He has been
director of Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo, where he introduced

the concepts of landscape immersion and bioclimatic zoning;
the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, with programs and
collections more diverse and comprehensive than any other
zoo; and the 560-acre Werribee Open Range Zoo in Australia,
for which he designed the Concept Plan, with its 95-acre
exhibition habitat for African savanna animals. Mr. Hancocks
finds most zoos to be conservative, blinkered, shallow and selfdelusional. In his featured presentation at this conference, he
explains why zoos must become extinct, and what could and
should evolve in their place.
Rick Jaffa
Film writer, producer
Rick Jaffa is a writer and producer known
for the 2011 movie Rise of the Planet of
the Apes and the 2014 Dawn of the Planet
of the Apes. Beginning in the mailroom of
the William Morris Agency, Jaffa went on
to become an executive producer and an
uncredited co-writer on the successful 1992 movie The Hand
That Rocks the Cradle. He married the film’s screenwriter,
Amanda Silver, in 1989. With Ms. Silver, Jaffa co-wrote Eye
for an Eye (1996) and The Relic (1997). In 2010 they produced
and made their acting debuts in the comedy Love Shack,
written and directed by Ms. Silver’s brother Michael.
Dale Jamieson
Professor of Environmental Studies;
Director of Animal Studies Initiative;
Professor of Philosophy, Affiliated
Professor Law, New York University
In addition to his positions at New
York University, Dr. Dale Jamieson is a
Distinguished Visiting Professor at the
Dickson Poon School of Law at King’s College, London, and
Adjunct Professor at the University of the Sunshine Coast
in Australia. During the academic year 2013-14 he was a
member of the School of Social Sciences at the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton. Formerly he was Henry R. Luce
Professor in Human Dimensions of Global Change at Carleton
College, and Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Colorado, Boulder. He has held visiting appointments at
the National Center for Atmospheric Research, Cornell,
Princeton, Stanford, Oregon, Arizona State University, and
Monash University in Australia. Dr. Jamieson has published
more than 100 articles and book chapters, and authored two
books. His research has been funded by the National Science
Foundation, the US Environmental Protection Agency, the
National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Office of
Global Programs in the National Atmospheric and Aeronautics
Administration.
Ron Kagan
CEO, Detroit Zoological Society
Ron Kagan is a strong advocate for
compassionate conservation and
animal welfare. He regularly lectures
at universities and has authored many
journal articles, encyclopedias entries and
book chapters. Mr. Kagan produced 10
award-winning documentaries and established an Academy
for Humane Education and Center for Zoo Animal Welfare.
He has led the development of unique and award-winning
facilities including the “Wildlife Interpretive Gallery”

(exploring the relationship between humans and animals
over time and in different cultures) and the Wild Adventure
Simulator (a motion-based cabin simulator that builds
empathy for other species as people experience the world
through animals’ eyes). Mr. Kagan serves/has served on many
boards including: Center for Zoo Animal Welfare (Chair),
International Council of Museums, American Association of
Museums, Regents of Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(Chair), the Association of Animal Sanctuaries, Michigan
Nature Conservancy, Gorilla Rehabilitation, Conservation and
Education Center (Congo).
Lisa Kane
Attorney
Lisa Kane, JD, practiced law for nearly
three decades. She was a member of the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums from
2001-2007, working to improve conditions
for elephants in zoos. She has visited 21
zoos throughout the U.S., Europe and
Australia, and has traveled extensively in Africa. Ms. Kane
co-founded and was co-director of the Coalition for Captive
Elephant Well-Being, which published “Best Practices for
Elephants in Captivity” in 2007. She was awarded an Animals
and Society Institute Fellowship to research and write a law
review article on CITES, which appeared in the Journal of
Animal Law in 2010. Ms. Kane is co-author and editor of An
Elephant in the Room: The Science and Welfare of Elephants
in Captivity (2009). She has made presentations at the
University of Washington School of Law and its College of Arts
and Letters. She is currently engaged in a campaign in Seattle
to retire Woodland Park Zoo’s elephants.
Colleen Kinzley
Director of Animal Care, Conservation
and Research, Oakland Zoo
Colleen Kinzley has been caring for
elephants in zoos since 1983. She joined
the Oakland Zoo as Elephant Manager
in 1990. The Oakland Zoo was the first
zoo to convert to Protected Contact
management in 1991. Ms. Kinzley has been
an outspoken critic of outdated practices such as use of the
bullhook, long term chaining, and using elephants in traveling
shows. She has done circus inspections and testified against
the abusive practices of circuses. Ms. Kinzley implemented
formal behavioral observation research with the Oakland
Zoo elephants in 1995. She spent eight field seasons studying
elephants in Namibia. She believes that a primary role of zoos
is to support field research and conservation. Ms. Kinzley is a
founding Board Member of the Tembo Preserve Foundation,
an organization working to create a spacious, natural habitat
for African elephants in Northern California that allows for
appropriate social groups and behavioral opportunities for
male and female elephants.

Patrick Lampi
Executive Director, Alaska Zoo
Patrick Lampi has worked for the Alaska
Zoo since 1986. He has worked as a
zookeeper and curator, and has acted as
Executive Director for the past eight years.
Mr. Lampi has experience in all facets of
the zoo, from animal care to veterinary
procedures to facilities maintenance to
education programs. He has fostered and developed many
valuable working relationships with state and federal wildlife
agencies, in addition to industry in Alaska. He is a member of
the Polar Bear Response Team, an interagency group working
to increase capability for emergency response for polar bears
on the North Slope of Alaska, including response protocols
and staged equipment for the quickest response in the event
of an oil spill. Mr. Lampi was instrumental in the Alaska Zoo’s
relocation of “Maggie”, one of the African elephants who
now resides at the PAWS facility. He also participated in the
transport of the African elephants from the Toronto Zoo to
PAWS.
John Leonti
Creative Director and Head of 3D,
The Mill, Los Angeles
John Leonti graduated from Kingston
University with a degree in Illustration
and Graphic Design before spending 12
years at MPC where he trained as a 3D
Supervisor. After joining The Mill in
London in 2007, Leonti moved to The Mill
in Los Angeles to become Head of 3D. His body of awardwinning work includes Titanfall “Life is Better with a Titan,”
AMF “Caterpillar” and Sony PS3 “Michael.” Mr. Leonti has
worked with leading directors such as Wayne McClammy, Filip
Engstrom and Tom Kuntz on work that has received awards
from VES, CLIOS and Ciclope.
Keith Lindsay
Member, Scientific Advisory
Committee, Amboseli Elephant
Research Project (AERP)
Dr. Keith Lindsay is a conservation
biologist and environmental consultant
based in Oxford, United Kingdom, with
over 35 years’ professional experience.
His areas of expertise include: biodiversity research and
conservation, protected area monitoring and management,
environmental assessment, institutional analysis and climate
change mitigation in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, the Caribbean
and Canada. Dr. Lindsay joined the Amboseli Elephant Research
Project in 1977, leading to research on feeding ecology, habitat
interactions and population demography. He continues to
serve on its Scientific Advisory Committee and oversees studies
of ecosystem change. In his professional work Dr. Lindsay’s
many elephant-focused assignments include: southern Africa
(elephant management policies in Botswana and South Africa),
Central Africa (regional elephant conservation coordination for
the Convention on Migratory Species), West Africa (research on
the Gourma elephants in Mali) and East Africa (Kenya’s national
elephant strategy, forest conservation in Tanzania). His broader
concerns include stopping the ivory trade through coordinated
action on CITES and improving the welfare of captive elephants
in North America and Europe.

Cindy Machado
Director of Animal Services,
Marin Humane Society, California
Cindy Machado began her career as an
animal services officer with MHS over
28 years ago. She is currently in charge
of administering the animal services
contract for Marin County and all of its
cities as well as supervising the daily activities of the Field
Services Department. Ms. Machado specializes in exotic
animal issues and provides training on various topics involving
animal cruelty and other animal protection concerns. She is
experienced in developing regulations and legislation specific
to exotic animals and traveling shows and has followed
numerous circuses and documented problems associated with
the welfare of animals in circuses. Ms. Machado regularly
assists animal welfare professionals with many aspects of
circuses including enforcement strategies, education and
inspections. She is currently a member of the Society for
Animal Welfare Administrators.
Lori Marino
Founder and Executive Director,
The Kimmela Center for Animal Advocacy
Formerly a Senior Lecturer at Emory
University for 19 years and Faculty
Affiliate at the Emory Center for Ethics,
Lori now heads The Kimmela Center
for Animal Advocacy, a non-profit
organization that focuses on scholarship-based advocacy for
other animals. Ms. Marino holds a Ph.D. in Biopsychology
and has published over 100 peer-reviewed scientific papers,
book chapters, and magazine articles on the evolution of
brains and intelligence in cetaceans and primates, as well
as human-nonhuman animal relationships, and, most
particularly, captivity issues. In 2001 she and her colleague
Diana Reiss published the first definitive evidence for mirror
self-recognition in dolphins. She was recently featured as a
National Geographic Innovator and appears in several films
and television programs including the influential documentary
Blackfish, about killer whale captivity. She teaches online
courses in Animal Behavior and Evolution.
Patricia McEachern
Director, Drury University Forum on
Animal Rights; Dorothy Jo Barker
Endowed Professor for the Study of
Animal Rights
Patricia McEachern founded and serves
as Director of the Drury University Forum
on Animal Rights. She nominated Drury
alumnus Bob Barker for his Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters and worked with him to establish
Drury’s course on Animal Ethics. The course, which is entirely
funded by the Bob Barker Endowment Fund for the Study of
Animal Rights, provides for speakers and a variety of other
initiatives related to the study of animal rights. In the fall of
2011, Dr. McEachern and her colleagues established a minor
in Animal Studies. Dr. McEachern received her doctorate
in French Literature from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill and her Master’s Degree from Florida State
University.

Carney Anne Nasser
Legislative Counsel,
Animal Legal Defense Fund
Carney Anne Nasser develops and
collaborates on the implementation
of strategies to pass laws that advance
the legal interests of animals and to
defeat legislation that would negatively
impact animals. Prior to joining ALDF
in July 2014, she worked for four years as litigation counsel
in the PETA Foundation’s Captive Animal Law Enforcement
department, focusing on captive exotic animals used for
circuses and other entertainment. Ms. Nasser previously
served as an assistant city attorney for the City of Dallas,
and worked for law firms in Texas and Massachusetts. She
is a graduate of the University of California, San Diego and
Tulane Law School; and holds an additional graduate degree
in community and legislative advocacy with a focus on animal
rights from the George Washington University’s Graduate
School of Political Management.
William Nimmo
Founder, Tigers in America
Tigers in America was established in 2012
to address the issue of captive-bred tigers
in the U.S. by providing financial support
for tiger rescues and the true sanctuaries
that provide a lifetime home for these cats.
Key activities include primary vet care,
coordination and transport for abused
and abandoned tigers, and the construction of permanent
enclosures at the best tiger sanctuaries in America. Our motto
is “No tiger will suffer or die in this country because he or she
cannot afford to see a doctor or get a ride home.” Mr. Nimmo
was formerly a Managing Director at Smith Barney and Senior
Vice President at Citigroup. He lives in New York City with his
wife Kizmin and their three rescued black cats.
Ric O’Barry
Founder and Director,
Ric O’Barry’s Dolphin Project
Ric O’Barry worked for 10 years
within the dolphin captivity
industry, and has spent the past
43 working against it. In the
1960s he captured and trained
dolphins for the Miami Seaquarium, including the five
dolphins who appeared in the popular TV series “Flipper.”
When one of the dolphins, Kathy, died in his arms, Mr. O’Barry
realized that capturing dolphins and training them to perform
silly tricks is simply wrong. On the first Earth Day, 1970, he
launched a searing campaign against the multi-billion dollar
dolphin captivity industry and has been going at it ever since.
Mr. O’Barry has rescued and rehabilitated dolphins around
the world and is a leading voice in the fight to end brutal
dolphin hunts in Japan, the Solomon Islands, and the Faroe
Islands. He has been recognized nationally and internationally,
including an Environmental Achievement Award presented
by the U.S. Committee for the United Nations Environmental
Program. He has published two books and is the star of the
Academy Award-winning documentary The Cove and the
Animal Planet television series Blood Dolphin$.

Manny V. Oteyza
Producer, Manny O Productions
Manny Oteyza has produced a diverse
body of work, from scripted shorts to
documentary and fiction features. Prior to
Blackfish, he produced Wayne Quinton:
Engineering Life, a documentary for
BYUtv; line produced Amazon Gold, a
documentary short on the destruction
of the Amazon; and a six-part webisode series, Solving for
X with Bill Nye for Disney. Mr. Oteyza has also served as
a producer, line producer, and field producer on various
series for television networks including National Geographic
Channel, Military Channel, Discovery Channel and Travel
Channel. He is an alumnus of the American Film Institute’s
graduate producing program. Under his company, Manny
O Productions, he is currently developing feature length
documentaries and narrative scripts to produce.
Mark J. Palmer
Associate Director, International
Marine Mammal Project, Earth Island
Institute
Mark J. Palmer focuses on protecting
whales and dolphins, with emphasis on
strategic planning, legislative advocacy,
legal research, grassroots organizing,
and media relations. He is also Director
of Earth Island Institute’s Wildlife Alive Subproject, dedicated
to protecting wildlife and wild places throughout California
and the West. Mr. Palmer joined the EII staff in 1995,
spearheading efforts in Congress and federal court to protect
and maintain the integrity of the Dolphin Safe label on tuna.
He has worked since 2004 with Ric O’Barry on the Save Japan
Dolphins Campaign, which has drawn worldwide attention
to the problem of dolphin slaughters in Japan. He was a
consultant for the Academy Award-winning documentary The
Cove and appears in the Animal Planet series Blood Dolphin$.
Mr. Palmer’s articles have appeared in several national
publications, and he has edited and contributed to several
books.
Joel Parrott, DMV
President, CEO and Staff Veterinarian,
Oakland Zoo
Dr. Parrott received BS and DVM degrees
from Colorado State University, Fort
Collins, Colorado. He has overseen many
new developments at the Oakland Zoo
in the past 30 years. He is an outspoken
advocate for animal welfare in zoos. An avid conservationist
and naturalist, he views the role of zoos as instrumental to
environmental education.
Brittany Peet
Deputy Director of Captive Animal Law
Enforcement, PETA Foundation
Brittany Peet is an attorney in the PETA
Foundation’s Captive Animal Law
Enforcement division, which advocates on
behalf of animals used in entertainment,
including circuses, roadside zoos, marine
parks, and in television and movie productions. Ms. Peet works
with a team that includes attorneys, a veterinarian, a wildlife

biologist, and support staff who monitor the most notorious
animal abusers in the United States and work through
litigation and regulatory avenues as well as via traditional
advocacy and outreach. She also coordinates PETA’s animal
rescues, through which many animals have gone from sad,
mind-numbing, and often lonely lives at some of the most
decrepit roadside zoos and animal facilities in the country – to
true sanctuaries and new homes that provide for the animals’
unique needs and prioritize their welfare over profit.
Tim Phillips
Vice President/co-founder,
Animal Defenders International
Tim Phillips has worked
undercover filming inside circuses,
training centers, laboratories,
animal dealers, slaughterhouses,
and others worldwide. He has written reports and worked
directly on legislation in numerous countries including the
U.S. (TEAPA). Successes include national bans on wild animals
in Europe, South America; cosmetics testing bans in the UK
and Europe; EU Written Declaration 40/40 on primates in
experiments; CITES regulations on cross border movements
of animal exhibitions; and shaping the EU Directive on
vivisection. He has organized numerous wild animal rescues
in Europe, Africa, South America, and the U.S., and enforced
Bolivia’s circus ban, rescuing every animal (29 lions, horses,
dogs, deer, monkeys). He is currently overseeing operations to
enforce Peru and Colombia’s bans on wild animals in circuses.
He is an award-winning director of the feature documentary
Lion Ark.
Joyce Poole
Elephant Biologist and
Conservationist; Co-Director and
Co-Founder with Petter Granli,
ElephantVoices
Joyce Poole has studied elephants
and worked for their conservation
and welfare for 40 years and is a
world authority on elephant behavior
and communication. She holds a Cambridge University Ph.D.
and is author of numerous popular and scientific publications,
two books, and is lead author of The Elephant Charter. Ms.
Poole began her elephant research in Amboseli, Kenya, in the
mid-1970s and headed the Kenya Wildlife Service Elephant
Program in the early 1990s where she was responsible
for elephant conservation and management for the entire
country. In 2002 she and husband Petter Granli founded
ElephantVoices. They currently head elephant projects in
Maasai Mara, Kenya, and Gorongosa, Mozambique.
Adam Roberts
Chief Executive Officer, Born Free USA
Adam Roberts has over two decades
of experience in international wildlife
trade and captive wild animals, and
serves on the board of directors of the
Species Survival Network (SSN), for
which he chairs various committees
and working groups. With 82 member
organizations from 33 countries, SSN is
dedicated to ensuring that the international wildlife trade does
not cause overexploitation of animals and plants. Mr. Roberts

is also a founding board member and current chairman of
the board of the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to developing humane
standards of care for animals held in wildlife and farm animal
sanctuaries, and accrediting facilities globally. Mr. Roberts
has written over 50 articles for medical, legal, scientific, and
advocacy organization publications. He is a frequent lecturer/
speaker at national and international conferences on issues
concerning captive wild animals, compassionate conservation
and the protection of all animals.
Deb Robinson
Attorney and circus specialist
Deb Robinson is a lawyer who
monitors elephants held by U.S.
circuses and presses for legal
enforcement action. She works
with activists around the country, providing information about
individual elephants and exhibitors, and advising on how to
collect documentation that can be used to compel government
enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act and other laws. Her
work has resulted in federal charges, including confiscation
actions, against numerous exhibitors. Ms. Robinson spent
seven years as In Defense of Animals’ volunteer circus
specialist and helped establish its circus campaign. Ms.
Robinson also participated or advised on numerous zoo
campaigns, and helped formulate IDA’s annual lists of the
10 worst zoos for elephants. She currently facilitates the “In
Defense of Elephants” Facebook page.
Naomi A. Rose
Marine Mammal Scientist, Animal
Welfare Institute
Naomi Rose works on campaigns
and coalitions addressing problems
associated with cetacean live capture,
trade, and captivity, both in the U.S.
and abroad. She has been a member of
the International Whaling Commission
(IWC) Scientific Committee since 2000, where she participates
in the subcommittees on environmental concerns and
whale watching. She has authored or co-authored over 30
scientific papers and authored numerous articles for animal
protection publications, as well as chapters in several books.
She lectures annually at three universities and participates in
various conferences, workshops, meetings, and task forces at
the international, national and state level. She has testified
before the U.S. Congress four times. Her work was featured
in the recent non-fiction book “Death at SeaWorld” by David
Kirby. She received a Ph.D. in biology from the University
of California at Santa Cruz. She has worked in the marine
mammal advocacy field for over 20 years.
Stephen Ross
Director, Lester E. Fisher Center
for the Study and Conservation of
Apes, Lincoln Park Zoo (Chicago)
With almost two decades of
experience studying primate
behavior, Dr. Stephen Ross
focuses on using science to influence policy that will have
positive effects for animal welfare. His primary focus
is assessing, measuring and improving the welfare of
chimpanzees in a wide scope of conditions. His research on

how the inappropriate portrayal of chimpanzees in the popular
media affects public conservation attitudes of this species
is a unique contribution to these efforts. These interests
culminated in Lincoln Park Zoo’s Project ChimpCARE in
2009, which seeks to assess the housing and management of
chimpanzees living as pets, performers and in other private
situations with the goal of facilitating policy change that will
benefit this often-unseen population of chimpanzees in the
United States. Dr. Ross serves as Chair of the Chimpanzee
Species Survival Plan (SSP) in which he leads the multiinstitutional effort to manage the population of chimpanzees
living Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) accredited
zoos. He also is the Chair of Chimp Haven, the National
Chimpanzee Sanctuary in Louisiana.
Cheri Shankar
Animal advocate and activist
Fourteen years ago Cheri Shankar walked
into a cat rescue having mistaken it for a
boarding facility. She walked out a new
person. Starting in rescue and evolving
into a full-time, dedicated animal rights
activist, she now works on many fronts
to help all animals. Ms. Shankar rescues,
volunteers, fosters, fundraises and donates
to all things animal. She is very involved
and engaged in the political arena and works to pass legislation
at the federal, state and local levels. In 2013 she spearheaded
(along with PAWS’ Catherine Doyle) the successful passage of
a bullhook ban in Los Angeles. Ms. Shankar is a board member
of the Humane Society Legislative Fund, a National Council
member of the Humane Society of the United States, and a Los
Angeles Council member of the Best Friends Animal Society.
Amanda Silver
Film writer, producer
Amanda ‘Mandy’ Silver is a writer and
producer known for the 2011 movie Rise of
the Planet of the Apes and the 2014 Dawn
of the Planet of the Apes. Silver is a granddaughter of Oscar-winning screenwriter
Sidney Buchman, known for many film
classics in the 1930-40s. Ms. Silver graduated from USC
School of Cinema-Television in 1989 and married Rick Jaffa
the same year. She wrote the successful 1992 movie The Hand
That Rocks the Cradle, on which Mr. Jaffa was an executive
producer and an uncredited co-writer. With Mr. Jaffa, Ms.
Silver co-wrote Eye for an Eye (1996) and The Relic (1997).
In 2010 they produced and made their acting debuts in the
comedy Love Shack, written and directed by Ms. Silver’s
brother Michael.
Ed Stewart
President and Co-founder,
Performing Animal Welfare Society
(PAWS)
Together with his partner, the late Pat
Derby, Ed Stewart founded the Performing
Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) in
1984 to advocate and provide sanctuary
for abandoned, abused and retired
performing animals and victims of the exotic animal trade.
PAWS established the nation’s first elephant sanctuary. Mr.
Stewart oversees all aspects of the organization, including

its captive wildlife sanctuaries, direct action advocacy, and
legislative efforts. Currently, PAWS operates three sanctuaries
in California including the 2300-acre natural habitat ARK
2000 refuge, and cares for elephants, tigers, lions, bears,
nonhuman primates, and other wild and exotic species.
Recognized for his expertise in the management and care of
wild animals, including his innovative habitat designs at the
ARK 2000 sanctuary, Mr. Stewart serves on the Director’s
Advisory Committee on the Humane Care and Treatment of
Wild Animals for the California Department of Fish & Wildlife.
He also sits on the Detroit Zoological Society’s Center for Zoo
Animal Welfare (CZAW) Advisory Committee. Mr. Stewart
regularly consults for organizations around the world on
wild animal rescues and habitat design, and he has worked
in range countries on projects aimed at mitigating humanelephant conflict. He is a popular speaker at various events
and conferences, both locally and around the world, where he
educates the public about issues affecting wildlife in captivity
and in the wild.
Duncan Strauss
Producer and Host, Talking Animals
Radio Show
Duncan Strauss began his radio
career in 1978 at KDVS, the campuscommunity station broadcasting from
the University of California at Davis.
After pursuing careers in other fields
– though never straying too far from radio, with stints writing
in the 1980s for “The New Music News,” a syndicated music
newscast hosted by then-KROQ icon Richard Blade or working
in the 90s as a writer-segment producer for “ComedyLine,”
a nationally-syndicated interview program – Mr. Strauss
launched “Talking Animals” in 2003 at KUCI, the University
of California at Irvine’s campus-community station. In 2005,
“Talking Animals” moved to Tampa’s WMNF, where in
January of 2011 it returned to its original format as an hourlong, weekly program. In recent years, Mr. Strauss has written
about animals and animal welfare for The Huffington Post, The
Palm Beach Post and Deep Roots Magazine.
Anna J. Ware
Animal Advocate
A life-long advocate for animals, Ms. Ware is the vicechairman of the board of directors for the Atlanta Humane
Society, having served on the board of directors for 20 years.
She also serves on the board of the Humane Society of North
East Georgia and is involved with numerous animal welfare
organizations at the local, state and national levels. As a
grassroots activist, Ms. Ware led the fight to ban bullhooks in
Fulton County, Georgia, and is actively working on a ban in
Atlanta. She works to stop dog fighting, going on raids that
have resulted in over 900 dogs being seized from dog fighters.
Ms. Ware works for legislation to end animal abuse in Georgia.
She is founder of the “Fix Your Pit Fund” which has provided
low-cost spay/neuters for thousands of pit bulls/pit bull mixes.

Lisa Wathne
Manager, Captive Wildlife Protection,
Humane Society of the United States
Wathne’s career began at a Washington
State animal shelter where she created
and implemented the county’s first
adoption program. She then worked on
numerous campaigns at the Progressive
Animal Welfare Society, including the
exposé of a dog dealer and the relocation of Ivan the gorilla
from a department store to Zoo Atlanta. With The Humane
Society of the United States, she helped spearhead successful
ballot measures to ban leg hold traps, bear baiting, and hound
hunting of bears and cougars in Washington, and then lobbied
to prevent the legislature from overturning the initiatives.
After seven years at PETA as a captive exotic animal specialist,
Ms. Wathne returned to HSUS to focus on captive wildlife
issues, with an emphasis on state legislation to ban the private
possession of dangerous wild animals.
Steven M. Wise
President, Nonhuman Rights Project
Steven Wise holds a J.D. from Boston
University Law School and a B.S. in
Chemistry from the College of William and
Mary. He has practiced animal protection
law for 37 years. Currently Mr. Wise
teaches “Animal Rights Jurisprudence”
at the Vermont, Lewis and Clark, and St.
Thomas Law Schools, and has taught “Animal Rights Law”
at the Harvard, University of Miami, and John Marshall
Law Schools, and regularly lectures throughout the world. A
documentary about the Nonhuman Rights Project and its first
three cases, in which it sought common law writs of habeas
corpus in three New York Supreme Courts on behalf of four
chimpanzees, is being produced by award-winning filmmaker
DA Pennebaker and his wife and fellow filmmaker, Chris
Hegedus. The work of the Nonhuman Rights Project was
featured as the cover story for the April 27, 2014, Sunday New
York Times Magazine. Mr. Wise has authored four books.
Julie Woodyer
Campaigns Director,
Zoocheck Canada, Inc.
Julie Woodyer has worked in animal
protection for more than 20 years. She
spent four years as an Ontario SPCA agent
before joining Zoocheck in 1999, where
she oversees issues relating to wildlife in
captivity and in the wild. Ms. Woodyer has been instrumental
in successful campaigns that include legislation to protect
animals in captivity and exposing the plight of grizzly bear cubs
taken from the wild, as well as whales and dolphins in captivity.
She has successfully removed animals from poor conditions,
including the elephant Tina from the Greater Vancouver Zoo,
the last dolphin from the West Edmonton Mall, and three
elephants transferred from Toronto to the PAWS sanctuary.
Current campaigns include exposing deficiencies in zoo
association standards and encouraging legislators to seek higher
standards, and efforts to get zoo standards enforced in Alberta,
Canada, to help relocate a lone elephant named Lucy and other
animals living in substandard conditions.

