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Carson Barylak, JD: Campaigns 
Manager, International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (US) — Carson Barylak is a 
Campaigns Manager with the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare’s Washington, 
D.C. office. She has considerable experience 
with legislative and regulatory issues 
affecting wildlife protections at the state 
and federal level. In addition to leading 

IFAW’s U.S. Big Cats in Captivity policy campaign, Carson 
spearheads wildlife policy efforts related to predator control 
reform and wildlife coexistence.

Sarah Blaine: Co-founder and CEO, 
Mahouts Elephant Foundation (Thailand) 
— Sarah Blaine is the co-founder and CEO 
of Mahouts Elephant Foundation; a UK 
registered charity dedicated to improving 
welfare for captive working elephants, 
particularly in Asia and with a focus on 
Thailand. The foundation’s philosophy of 
working collaboratively with mahouts and 

their communities to ensure all parties will benefit is unique; 
they have a clear understanding and appreciation that the 
elephant’s welfare is dependent on their mahouts and their 
living conditions. To fulfill the charity’s broad remit, Sarah 
focuses on raising awareness and educating stakeholders on 
the important issue of elephant welfare. She also spends a 
considerable amount of time on the ground in Thailand visiting 
elephant camps and tourist attractions that feature elephants, 
spending time gathering research and data on the welfare of 
the animals, and compiling educational resources. Alongside 
this work Sarah has worked on the foundation’s two projects:
Walking With Elephants; and LIFE (Living In the Forest 
with Elephants) which is the Foundation’s latest success. 
Both projects work in vast  areas of forest and enable captive 
elephants to live naturally whilst tourists come in small groups 
to simply observe from a safe and respectful distance. Both 
projects are a successful model of sustainable and welfare-
focused elephant tourism, protecting seven lucky elephants 
living in thousands of acres of protected forest.

Scott Blais: CEO and Board 
President, Global Sanctuary 
for Elephants (Brazil) — Scott 
carries a lifetime of experience, 
working both with and for captive 
elephants for over 30 years. He is 
a leading expert in natural habitat 
elephant sanctuary development 
and operation and the co-founder 

of two elephant sanctuaries: the largest one in North America 
(The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee) and the first and only 
sanctuary in South America (Elephant Sanctuary Brazil). 
Utilizing his strong aptitude for design and construction, 
complemented by his knowledge and comprehension of the 
physical and emotional needs of captive elephants, Scott has 
pioneered progressive elephant captive care for emotionally 
and physically abused elephants desperately in need of a 
second chance. His ground-breaking work as an international 
consultant for captive elephant health and welfare has served 
to transform how the world views the lives of captive elephants 
by providing vital insight to promote healthier alternatives for 
ailing elephants. Scott’s provable record is a testament to the fact 
that elephants can recover from the harsh traumas of captivity if 
given respect, space, compassionate care and the companionship 
of other elephants that so many have never known.

Bobbi Brink: Founder, Director and 
Vice President, Lions, Tigers and Bears 
(US) — Bobbi Brink began working with 
exotic big cats in 1992. What she thought 
would be an exciting job caring for tigers, 
lions and other big cats instead became 
a personal nightmare when she became 
aware of the horrible abuse and neglect 
inflicted on captive exotics. A decade later, 

she founded Lions Tigers & Bears (LTB) in San Diego County, 
where she plays an active role in all aspects of managing the 
93-acre sanctuary. On a national level, Bobbi has negotiated 
and managed the rescue and relocation of hundreds of big cats, 
bears and exotic animals – securing essential life-long refuge 
for exotic animals at LTB and other reputable sanctuaries across 
the United States. She also advocates for federal legislation 
to protect captive exotic animals, and has been working to 
promote the “Big Cat Public Safety Act.” Bobbi and LTB have 
won multiple awards and recognition for leadership and 
public service, including the Carole Noon Award for Sanctuary 
Excellence from the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries. 

Ever Vimbai Chinoda: Founder, Speak 
Out For Animals (Zimbabwe) — Ever 
Vimbai Chinoda is the founder of Speak 
Out For Animals (SOFA), a nonprofit that 
seeks to protect animals through the legal 
system. Through SOFA, she has facilitated 
the training of lawyers, rangers and police 
on animal laws, and compiled a Wildlife 
Legal Guide, inspiring the best and the 
brightest minds to apply creative legal 

strategies to protect animals. She worked for Zimbabwe Parks 
and Wildlife Management Authority in 2012 as an Attorney. She 
also worked as a prosecutor for three years under the National 
Prosecuting Authority (2012-2015). In 2016, she rejoined Parks 
and Wildlife Management Authority, and was involved in the 
case monitoring of Cecil the lion. Ever holds a Master’s degree 
in Animal Law from Lewis and Clark Law School in Portland, 
Oregon. She obtained her Bachelor of Law Honors at the 
University of Zimbabwe. Ever’s vision is to see African lawyers 
dedicate their time and practice to animal law.

Kiersten Cluster: Co-founder, Elephant 
Guardians of Los Angeles (US) — Kiersten 
Cluster is an Early Childhood Special 
Education teacher for the Los Angeles 
Unified School District. She teaches 
students ages three to five with moderate 
to severe disabilities. She holds a B.A. in 
English from U.C. Riverside, a J.D. from 
the U.C.L.A. School of Law, and a teaching 

credential and M.A. in Early Childhood Special Education from 
California State University, Northridge. Kiersten is passionate 
about animal rights and self-determination, and is the co-
founder of Elephant Guardians of Los Angeles, an anti-captivity 
lobbying group currently focused on Billy, the male Asian 
Elephant taken from the wild and held at the Los Angeles Zoo 
for over 28 years. Kiersten is also on the Board of Directors 
for The Kerulos Center, an education and sanctuary non-profit 
organization, and is the lead of their Elephant Liberation 
Program.
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Katherine Connor: Founder, Boon 
Lott’s Elephant Sanctuary (Thailand) 
— After a successful career in retail 
management, Katherine Connor left 
England in 2002 for a nine-month 
adventure in Asia. Just six weeks after 
her arrival in Thailand, she unexpectedly 
found herself volunteering in an elephant 
conservation center and hospital. While 
establishing her formative relationship 

with the baby elephant Boon Lott, she realized her life’s passion 
and committed herself to the rescue, recovery, and retirement of 
abused Asian elephants. With fierce resolution, Katherine, along 
with family and friends, raised the initial funds to purchase land 
and establish BLES as a sanctuary that would put the needs 
of the elephants first and foremost, and create a change in the 
centuries old traditions on how elephants should be managed. 
She gave her mahouts respect and credit for their knowledge, 
paid them a decent wage and worked with them patiently but 
with determination, to show them that bull hooks and chains 
were not necessary.

Roxy Danckwerts: Founder, Zimbabwe 
Elephant Nursery (Africa) — A fourth 
generation Zimbabwean, Roxy Danckwerts 
was raised on a farm with animals and a 
wild, bush playground. Animals have been 
part of her life since birth. She married 
her current husband in 1988, and has 
two grown sons and a grandchild aptly 
named Noah. Roxy started the Wild is Life 
Sanctuary for all wildlife in 1998, when 

further civil turmoil was beginning again in Zimbabwe. The 
civil unrest continued for almost two decades, during which 
time she rescued wildlife from farms that were being taken by 
the presiding government. In 2013, she started the Zimbabwe 
Elephant Nursery, with a view to contributing to conservation 
in a larger national scale. Roxy’s husbandry and veterinary 
skills are largely self-taught over a lifetime of animal care. Her 
approach to animal care is entirely holistic.

Catherine Doyle, MS: Director 
of Science, Research and Advocacy, 
Performing Animal Welfare Society (US) 
— Catherine Doyle leads research efforts 
at PAWS, with an interest in elephant 
behavior, keeper-elephant relationships, 
and public perception of captive situations. 
She is currently conducting a behavioral 
study of the sanctuary’s African elephants 
– the first long-¬term study of elephants in 

a U.S. sanctuary. Catherine also directs PAWS’ advocacy efforts, 
focused on captive wildlife issues. She played an integral role 
in passing a statewide ban on the use of elephant bullhooks in 
California and citywide bans around the US. Catherine has a 
Master of Science degree in Anthrozoology. Her written work 
includes chapters in The Ethics of Captivity (Oxford University 
Press, 2014) and The Palgrave Handbook of Practical Animal 
Ethics (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2018), and “Captive Wildlife 
Sanctuaries: Definition, Ethical Considerations and Public 
Perception” (Animal Studies Journal, 2017). She serves on the 
Steering Committee for the Big Cat Sanctuary Alliance and the 
advisory board for The Whale Sanctuary Project. Catherine 
organizes PAWS’ biennial International Captive Wildlife 
Conference. 

Dr. Chris Draper, PhD: Head of 
Animal Welfare & Captivity, Born Free 
Foundation (UK) — Chris Draper studied 
zoology and primatology before starting 
work in animal protection. After exposure 
to the reality of animals in zoos, circuses 
and pseudo-sanctuaries, his career has 
involved investigation and research into the 

welfare of wild animals exploited in captivity. His PhD examined 
whether legislation and practice protects animals in zoos, and he 
has worked at the Born Free Foundation since 2004, where he is 
currently the Head of Animal Welfare and Captivity.

Hope Ferdowsian, MD, MPH: 
Principal, Phoenix Zones Movement 
hopeferdowsian.com (US) — Hope 
Ferdowsian, MD, MPH, is a fellow of the 
American College of Physicians and the 
American College of Preventive Medicine. 
As an internist and preventive medicine 
and public health physician, her expertise 
spans the fields of medicine, public 
health, ethics, human rights, and animal 

protection. She has lectured in academic centers and public 
spaces in North America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia, 
and she has appeared on local, national, and international radio 
and television programs. Internationally, she has worked in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, 
South Africa, Uganda, and the Federated States of Micronesia. 
Domestically, she works with non-profit organizations providing 
healthcare and advocacy for vulnerable populations. Her work 
focuses on the connections between the health and wellbeing 
of people and animals, and she has published broadly in this 
area. Her book, Phoenix Zones: Where Strength Is Born and 
Resilience Lives also explores this topic. 

Dr. Toni Frohoff: Director of Research, 
SONAR (US) — Dr. Toni Frohoff is the 
Director of Research for both Terramar 
Research and Sonar. Toni, an ethologist 
and wildlife behavioral-biologist, has 
researched – and advocated for – the 
lives, loves, and liberties of elephants 
and cetaceans for over 30 years. She 
specializes in studying stress, behavior, 

and well-being in captivity and the wild. Toni has co-authored 
two University-Press books and has contributed to many others. 
Her encyclopedia chapter, co-authored with Dr. Marc Bekoff, 
on “Marine Mammal Ethics” was just published. Most recently, 
she contributed a textbook chapter on ecocultural identity and 
human-elephant interactions for Routeledge University Press. 
Toni’s work has been featured extensively in the media and has 
contributed to legislation protecting wildlife in over a dozen 
countries. She serves on various government and professional 
boards, task forces, and committees. She has spoken at the 
Smithsonian Institute, TED Global Oxford, and most recently, a 
conference on Animal Culture in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Jackie Gai, DVM: Director of 
Veterinary Services, Performing 
Animal Welfare Society (US) — Dr. 
Gai joined PAWS in 2001, and has 
over 25 years’ experience working with 
captive elephants. She is frequently 
consulted for her expertise in the field 
of geriatric medicine and the unique 

needs of elderly elephants and big cats. She has an extensive 
background caring for wild animals in a variety of settings, 

2



including zoos, wildlife rehabilitation, private ownership, the 
entertainment industry, and as a USDA inspector. She has a 
heartfelt commitment to serving the special needs of elderly 
animals, and those with a history of neglect or abuse. Dedicated 
to community service and animal welfare, Dr. Gai believes that 
veterinarians and caregivers can do much to improve the quality 
of life for elderly animals of all species. She enjoys mentoring UC 
Davis veterinary students, introducing them to unique aspects 
of caring for wild animals in a sanctuary, as well as exploring 
ethical issues surrounding captivity. 

Dee Gaug, JD: Secretary, Save Nosey 
Now, Inc. (US) — Dee Gaug is a former 
trial attorney and long-time elephant 
lover. She traveled to South Africa in 
2016 and spent several weeks observing 
elephants in their natural habitat. Upon 
her return, Dee decided she needed 
to answer a calling to use her legal 
background to help the plight of captive 
elephants in the U.S. She assisted Save 

Nosey Now (SNN) in obtaining their nonprofit status in 2017. 
In addition to dealing with the organization’s day to day 
legal issues, she is currently co-producing a documentary 
exposing government complacency and complicit acts and 
how this relates to elephants in captivity in the U.S. Prior to 
her involvement with SNN, Dee did pro-bono legal work both 
in Massachusetts and Florida, including the Massachusetts 
Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. She currently 
donates her time to Save Nosey Now, Inc., and its mission 
to get captive elephants in circuses and zoos to sanctuaries 
accredited by the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries.

Sofie Goetghebeur: Founder and 
Treasurer, Elephant Haven (France) 
— Sofie Goetghebeur is responsible in 
part for the care of the elephants who will 
live at Elephant Haven, the development 
of the habitats, and creating the plans 
for their care. She is also active in the 
communications department. Sofie worked 
at the Antwerp Zoo from 1993 to 2015. 

She has experience in the care of birds, small monkeys, okapi, 
marine mammals, great apes, chimpanzees coming from an 
animal center, and elephants. Sofie has a sensitive nature and a 
respect for both humans and animals. There are currently more 
than 100 elephants in circuses and more than 500 living in zoos 
across Europe. With bans on elephants in circuses currently 
sweeping throughout Europe, a solution for these gentle giants 
is vital. Relocating them to their country of origin is not always a 
realistic option but creating a safe haven for them in Europe is.

Sharon Guynup: Journalist and Author 
sharonguynup.com (US) — Sharon 
Guynup is an award-winning journalist and 
author who also produces multimedia for 
National Geographic, The New York Times 
and other outlets. She is a global fellow at 
the Woodrow Wilson International Center 
for Scholars, is a National Geographic 
Explorer and is co-author of the book 

“Tigers Forever: Saving the World’s Most Endangered Big Cat” 
with Steve Winter.

David Hancocks: Author, Zoo/Museum 
Architect and Former Zoo Director 
(Australia) — David Hancocks graduated 
as an architect in 1968, His first visit 
to a zoo was during his final year of 
architecture school, and he found them so 
puzzling, and so little studied, he set out 
to try and change them. A journey he had 
never anticipated and views with mixed 

feelings. Along that journey David served as director at Seattle’s 
Woodland Park Zoo, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum in 
Tucson, and the 560-acre Open Range Zoo outside Werribee, 
Australia. He published Animals and Architecture in 1971, 
shortly after entering the world of zoos. His book A Different 
Nature, published in 2001, examines that paradoxical world. 
David is currently writing a book on why zoos as we know them 
must go extinct. The thesis of this book, with the working title 
Trapped, is that hundreds of thousands of zoo animals are 
trapped in inadequate environments because thousands of zoo 
managers are trapped in inadequate mindsets.

Sangita Iyer: Founding Executive 
Director, Voice for Asian Elephants 
Society (Canada/India) — Sangita Iyer is 
an award-winning journalist and nature 
and wildlife documentary filmmaker. 
She directed and produced the globally 
acclaimed documentary “Gods in 
Shackles”, which was nominated at the 
United Nations and has garnered over 
a dozen international awards. Sangita 

received the “Nari Shakthi Puraskaar” – the highest award for 
women making a difference in India, awarded by the country’s 
President for her courage in exposing the plight of captive 
elephants exploited for profit behind the veil of culture and 
religion. Sangita has a bachelor’s degree in Ecology, Master’s 
in Environmental Education and Education, and post graduate 
diploma in broadcast journalism. Until September 2008, she 
anchored the evening newscast for Bermuda’s ABC/CBS affiliate, 
and hosted health and environment segments later featured 
on Discovery Channel Canada. Sangita was one of the first 
Canadians to train under former US Vice President Al Gore 
for his Climate Reality Project. She is a public speaker and has 
provided free training to schools and universities across Toronto 
on topics related to climate change, the environment and 
elephants.

Dr. Bob Jacobs, PhD: Professor 
of Neuroscience, Colorado College 
(US) — Bob Jacobs received his 
Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics at 
UCLA, where he worked with John 
Schumann and Arnold B. Scheibel. 
He has lived for extended periods 
of time in Germany, Japan, and 

China. He joined Colorado College in 1993 and developed the 
Neuroscience major in 1996. His research interests include 
language acquisition, non-human animal communication, 
cognitive neuroethology, and comparative neuroantomy. In the 
last decade, he has been conducting collaborative quantitative 
neuromorphological research on several more exotic 
mammalian species, including humpback whale, hippopotamus, 
giraffe, manatee, clouded leopard, lion, zebra, and Siberian 
tiger. In particular, he was the first researcher to document 
the morphology of nerve cells in the cerebral cortex of the 
African elephant. Bob was also recently featured in the National 
Geographic documentary, Mind of a Giant, which examined the 
neurocognitive abilities of elephants.
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Steve Koyle: Founder and CEO, Elephant 
Care Unchained (Asia) — Stephen Koyle 
has spent more than 28 years caring for 
animals. He has spent the last 16 years 
specializing in elephant care. Throughout 
his career Steve has traveled around the 
world inspiring future elephant keepers, 
zoo teens, animal rights activists and zoo 
board members. His passion and work 

ethic have driven him to form Elephant Care Unchained. Steve’s 
original conception of Elephant Care Unchained was born 
in early 2013 when he made his first trip to India as a skilled 
volunteer helping an organization in northern India. It was there 
that he learned about the cruel treatment of elephants in their 
native countries. The brutality that elephants endure on a daily 
basis was something Steve felt compelled to address. It was after 
this eye-opening experience Steve decided to commit his life 
to improving elephants’ lives globally. He has now established 
Elephant Care Unchained, a 501c3 organization dedicated to 
eliminating cruelty and improving elephant welfare in their 
native countries.

Ivan Kurajov: President, Society for 
the Protection of Animals LJUBIMCI 
(Serbia) — Ivan Kurjov has been working 
for animals since 1996 as a part of the 
animal welfare organization LJUBIMCI 
SPCA in Serbia. He began his career as 
a volunteer, continued to become an 
educator, administrative manager, shelter 
manager, vice president, and currently is 
the organization’s president. Ivan worked 

as an animal welfare educator in numerous primary and 
high schools. In 2007 he became a member of the Municipal 
animal welfare working group, first of its kind in the region. 
On his initiative, the City of Pancevo adopted the first Animal 
Control Program and CNVR method for abandoned dog and 
cat population control. Since 2008 Ivan has represented Serbia 
as an ambassador for World Animal Day and also became the 
national coordinator of the FAWN project. As a consultant, 
he took part in the working group that drafted the first animal 
welfare law in Serbia in 2009. Since 2011 Ivan has worked as 
an animal welfare consultant in numerous municipalities in 
Serbia and the region, and has organized or co-organized several 
national and international educational events.

Brenda Lee: Co-Founder and CEO 
Reality Garage; Founder and President 
Boulder Bear Coalition (US) — With a 
degree in Applied Mathematics and a 
Masters in Marriage and Family Therapy, 
Brenda applies a unique skill-set towards 
wildlife advocacy work. She is the founder 
of the non-profit organization Boulder 
Bear Coalition, successfully working with 
community, city and state officials to 

reduce human-bear conflict in Boulder, Colorado. Brenda is 
currently applying her leadership skills to lead an innovative 
tech company that uses the power of VR to raise awareness and 
provide a call-to-action for social good and wildlife conservation. 
Her team is creating new ways to experience the wonder of wild 
animals. With the power of virtual and augmented reality, they 
are establishing new business models and working relationships 
between NGOs and for-profit companies in order to create 
and sustain wild animal sanctuaries, parks, and reserves for 
generations to come.

Keith Lindsay, PhD: Collaborating 
Researcher, Amboseli Trust for 
Elephants/Amboseli Elephant Research 
Project (Kenya) — Dr. Keith Lindsay 
is a Canadian-British conservation 
biologist and environmental consultant 
based in Oxford, UK, with over 40 years’ 
professional experience. His expertise 
includes biodiversity research and 
conservation, community-based natural 

resource management, and policy/ institutional analysis in 
Africa, Asia, and the Americas. Keith’s lifelong involvement with 
elephants began in 1977 with the Amboseli Elephant Research 
Project (AERP) in southern Kenya, and MSc and PhD research 
projects on feeding ecology and population demography. He 
has remained a Collaborating Researcher with AERP, covering 
ecosystem change, elephant ranging, and human-elephant co-
existence. His professional work has included elephant-focused 
assignments in southern Africa (Botswana, South Africa), 
Central Africa (regional elephant conservation), West Africa 
(Mali’s desert elephants) and East Africa (Kenya’s elephant 
strategy, Tanzania forest conservation). Broader concerns 
include the ivory trade under CITES (Convention on the 
International Trade in Endangered Species) and the welfare of 
captive elephants in North America, Europe and Japan.

Captain Cindy Machado, CAWA 
(Moderator): Director of Animal 
Services, Marin Humane (US) — After 
completing her formal education and 
specializing in animal sciences, Cindy 
began her career as an animal services 
officer with Marin Humane in 1984. In 
her current position, she is in charge of 
administering the animal services contract 

for Marin County and all of its cities as well as supervising 
the Animal Services division, which includes oversight of the 
Animal Services officers and the Customer Service and Licensing 
departments. She also coordinates and supervises the Basic and 
Advanced Animal Law Enforcement Academies held at Marin 
Humane in partnership with Santa Rosa Junior College. Cindy 
is a member of Marin Humane’s Advocacy Committee and 
enjoys educating the public on a multitude of topics that inspire 
compassion for all beings. Cindy is routinely called on for her 
expertise in animal issues around the country including animal 
cruelty/neglect, animal and human violence issues, captive 
wildlife, animal hoarding, legislation, and other serious animal-
related investigations.

Lori Marino, PhD: President and 
Founder, Whale Sanctuary Project; 
Executive Director, The Kimmela Center 
for Animal Advocacy (US) — Lori Marino 
is a neuroscientist and expert in animal 
behavior and intelligence who was on the 
faculty of Emory University for twenty 
years. Lori is founder and president of The 
Whale Sanctuary Project, whose mission 

is to create the first permanent seaside sanctuary for orcas and 
beluga whales in North America. She is also executive director of 
The Kimmela Center for Animal Advocacy, a science-based non-
profit organization combining academic scholarship with animal 
advocacy. Lori has published over 130 peer-reviewed scientific 
papers, book chapters, and magazine articles on brain evolution, 
intelligence and self-awareness in other animals, human-
nonhuman animal relationships, and captivity issues. Lori 
appears in several films and television programs, including the 
2013 documentary Blackfish, about killer whale captivity, and 
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Unlocking The Cage, the 2016 documentary on the Nonhuman 
Rights Project. She is also a Creative Affiliate with The Safina 
Center. 

Claudia Roca Martínez, MS: 
Communications Director, Franz Weber 
Foundation (Spain) — Claudia Roca 
Martinez is the communications director 
for the southern Europe and Latin 
America delegation. She coordinates 
communications for several campaigns, 
including Escola Animal. This educational 
project works in schools to create empathy 
with animals, prevent school bullying, 

and increase pro-social behaviors. Claudia also works on las 
Vacas Vuelan, a campaign that mixes science with satire to 
end bullfighting, and ZOOXXI, the campaign that opened the 
doors to animal protection for her. ZOOXXI is a campaign for 
the reconversion of zoos around the world. Currently, Claudia 
is leading the process for the reconversion of the Barcelona 
Zoo (Catalunya) through a citizen’s initiative. She has a 
degree in Audiovisual Communication, Master in Corporate 
Communication, and Postgraduate in Genre and Equality.

Rachel Mathews, JD: Deputy Director, 
Captive Animal Law Enforcement, PETA 
Foundation (US) — Rachel Mathews is 
an attorney and deputy director of the 
Captive Animal Law Enforcement division 
of the People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) Foundation. She works in 
behalf of animals who are held captive in 
circuses and roadside zoos, and her efforts 

have led venues and local authorities to reject elephant acts, 
contributed to the closure of roadside zoos and animal circuses, 
and prompted federal authorities to crack down on facilities that 
neglect and abuse animals.

Todd Montgomery: Volunteer and 
Outreach Manager, The Elephant 
Sanctuary in Tennessee (US) — Todd 
Montgomery is the Volunteer and Outreach 
Manager for The Elephant Sanctuary 
in Tennessee. He oversees the nearly 
200 individuals that participate in The 
Sanctuary’s on-site Volunteer Program 
annually and also The Sanctuary’s 

volunteer “EleAmbassador” outreach program. Todd is also part 
of the team that designs and delivers The Sanctuary’s education 
programs both at The Sanctuary’s Elephant Discovery Center 
and online through Distance Learning programs. Todd joined 
The Sanctuary staff in early 2013. A graduate of the University of 
Arkansas, Todd now happily resides in Hohenwald, TN.

Ulara Nakagawa: Founder, Elephants 
in Japan (US/Japan) — Ulara Nakagawa 
is the founder of Elephants in Japan 
— (In Memory of Hanako). She is also 
a communications consultant who has 
worked for organizations including Care2, 
Hootsuite and The Diplomat—and has 
written for and inspired coverage in outlets 
including CNN, BBC, NYT, Washington 

Post, People, TIME, Entrepreneur, National Geographic and 
more. Ulara was part of the first on-the-ground animal rescue 
emergency response team following the 2011 Japan earthquake 
and tsunami. She helped raise $500,000 in three months for 
the animal rescue effort via social media. She also has reported 

from the Sumatran jungle on the issue of deforestation and its 
dire threat to orangutans, rhinos, tigers and other wildlife in 
the region. A lifelong animal advocate, Ulara strives to inform, 
inspire and ignite others towards bettering the lives of animals. 
She holds a BA in Sociology from the University of British 
Columbia.

Bill Nimmo: Founder and President, 
Tigers in America (US) — Bill Nimmo is 
founder and president of Tigers in America, 
formed in 2012 to provide financial 
assistance for the relocation of tigers in 
this country that are surrendered or seized 
from exhibitors, roadside zoos, and owners 
unable or unwilling to care for them. 
Rescue assistance is made available for all 

big cats including lions, leopards, cougars, jaguars and cheetahs, 
as well as shelter construction projects at any sanctuary in 
the Tigers in America Network. Prior to the establishment 
of Tigers in America, Bill was Managing Director of Smith 
Barney Salomon Brothers and the subsequent acquisitions that 
culminated in the formation of Citigroup where he was Senior 
Vice President. Bill is presently on the Board of the Global 
Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS) and Board member 
and Treasurer of Animal Grantmakers. He currently resides in 
New York City with his wife Kizmin and three rescued domestic 
cats.

Les O’Brien: Palladium Elephant 
Consulting (Canada) — Les O’Brien’s 
career has spanned more than 20 years 
in a variety of roles including elephant 
management within captivity, consulting, 
research, behavioral management, foot 
care, travel guide, author, international 
speaker, and mentor. Les has travelled the 
world engaging with people of all skills 

and fields, learning what he can while offering insights and 
solidarity. As an independent consultant, Les now focuses his 
time helping elephants in captivity by offering science-based 
facts versus the use of misnomers and hypothetical psychological 
constructs while offering insights from his own time as a captive 
elephant manager. When not travelling the world speaking, 
leading trips or researching elephant information, Les spends 
his time in Calgary, Canada, enjoying some birding and the 
mountains he grew up in.
  

Caitlin O’Connell-Rodwell, PhD: 
Author, Elephant Research ScientIst, and 
Adjunct Professor, Stanford University 
(US/Namibia) — Caitlin O’Connell-
Rodwell is an Adjunct Professor at Stanford 
University School of Medicine and a world-
renowned expert on elephants, as well 
as an award-winning science writer and 
photographer and the author of eight books 

about elephants. In The Elephant’s Secret Sense, she described 
her discovery of a new form of elephant communication and 
personalized the plight of elephants in a modern African 
landscape. The Elephant Scientist won five national awards, 
including the Robert F. Sibert Honor and Horn Book Honor. A 
Baby Elephant in the Wild was a Junior Library Guild Select and 
winner of the 2015 NSTA award for Outstanding Science Books 
for students K-12. Elephant Don is a culmination of 10 years of 
research on the complex society of male elephants and was the 
basis for documentary, “Elephant King”, which won the 2012 
CINE Golden Eagle Award for Environment & Nature. Together 
with her husband, Tim Rodwell, she co-founded the nonprofit 
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organization Utopia Scientific focused on elephant conservation, 
science messaging and education. They also co-founded an 
independent production company, Triple Helix Productions, 
with a mandate to develop more accurate and entertaining 
science content for the entertainment industry. Caitlin has 
taught Science Writing for Stanford University and The New 
York Times Knowledge Network. caitlineoconnell.com

Brittany Peet, JD: Director of 
Captive Animal Law Enforcement, 
PETA Foundation (US) — Brittany Peet 
is the Director of Captive Animal Law 
Enforcement for the PETA Foundation. 
Peet, an attorney, works on behalf of 
animals who are held captive in roadside 
zoos, traveling shows, and the film and 
television industries. She also coordinates 

wild and exotic animal rescues for PETA, and has overseen the 
rescues of more than 400 chinchillas, 72 bears, 39 tigers, 10 
chimpanzees, and two baboons. 

Colleen Plumb: Photographer (US) 
— Colleen Plumb makes photographs, 
videos, and public video projections 
investigating contradictory relationships 
people have with animals. Her focus for 
over two decades has been an inquiry 
into a society whose appetite for animals, 
whether in flesh or in reproduction, with 
admiration or obsession, is voracious. 
Plumb’s work is held in several permanent 

collections and has been widely exhibited, including the 
Portland Art Museum, Milwaukee Art Museum, Museum 
of Contemporary Photography in Chicago, Blue Sky Oregon 
Center for the Photographic Arts in Portland, Notebaert Nature 
Museum in Chicago, and Edelman Gallery in Chicago. She 
has written for the Center for Humans and Nature and was a 
contributor to their book, City Creatures (University of Chicago 
Press, 2015). Her first photography monograph, Animals Are 
Outside Today, was published by Radius Books in 2011. Plumb’s 
work has appeared in LitHub, Psychology Today, Virginia 
Quarterly Review, The Village Voice, New York Times LENS, 
Time Lightbox, Oxford American, and Photo District News. 
Plumb lives in Chicago and has taught photography and video at 
Columbia College Chicago since 1999.

Heather Rally, DVM: Supervising 
Veterinarian of Captive Animal Law 
Enforcement, PETA Foundation — Dr. 
Heather Rally received her Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degree from Western 
University of Health Sciences’ College of 
Veterinary Medicine, where she pursued 
specific training in wildlife medicine and 
forensic pathology. Given her background 

in marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation, Dr. Rally has been 
active in a number of international initiatives to establish the 
world’s first seaside sanctuaries for whales and dolphins retired 
from entertainment, including as a member of the Advisory 
Committee to the Whale Sanctuary Project. Dr. Rally has 
conducted wildlife trafficking and animal welfare investigations 
on multiple continents and this work was highlighted in the 
award-winning documentary film, Racing Extinction. In her 
capacity with the PETA Foundation, she oversees a team of 
wildlife specialists who assist in investigative and enforcement 
actions in cases of abuse and neglect of animals in roadside zoos, 
circuses, and other captive-animal exhibits.

Naomi Rose, PhD: Marine Mammal 
Scientist, Animal Welfare Institute (US) 
— Naomi Rose is the marine mammal 
scientist for the Animal Welfare Institute 
in Washington, DC. She leads the 
organization’s campaign against cetacean 
live capture, trade, and captivity. She has 
authored or co-authored over 40 scientific 
papers and articles for animal protection 
publications, as well as chapters in several 

books. She has participated in various conferences, workshops, 
and task forces at the international, national and state level. She 
has testified before the U.S. Congress four times, at the Canadian 
Parliament, and at several regulatory hearings. Her work was 
featured in the 2012 non-fiction book Death at SeaWorld by 
David Kirby, and she gave a TedX Talk in Bend, Oregon in April 
2015 on captive orca welfare. She received a Ph.D. in biology 
from the University of California at Santa Cruz in 1992, where 
her dissertation examined the social dynamics of wild orcas. She 
has worked in the marine mammal advocacy field for 25 years.

Kevin Schneider, Esq.: Executive 
Director, Nonhuman Rights Project (US) 
– Kevin Schneider holds a J.D. from 
Florida State University and a B.A. in 
Political Science from the University of 
Massachusetts (Boston) and is a member 
of the New York Bar. Working through 
litigation, legislation and education, the 
mission of the Nonhuman Rights Project 
(NhRP) is to change the legal status of 

at least some nonhuman animals from mere “things,” which 
lack the capacity to possess any legal right, to “persons,” 
who possess such fundamental rights as bodily integrity and 
bodily liberty and those other legal rights to which evolving 
standards of morality, scientific discovery and human 
experience entitle them. The work of the NhRP and founder 
Steven M. Wise is the subject of the Emmy-nominated 
HBO/Pennebaker and Hegedus film “Unlocking the Cage.” 
Kevin started as a volunteer in 2010 and became Director in 
October 2015. He lives in New York City.

Jan Schmidt-Burbach, DVM: Global 
Wildlife and Veterinary Advisor, World 
Animal Protection (Asia) — Dr. Jan 
Schmidt-Burbach is an experienced wildlife 
veterinarian, working as Global Wildlife 
and Veterinary Advisor for World Animal 
Protection for over 10 years. He conducted 
his PhD research on Asian Elephants and 
specialized on animal welfare and wildlife 
trade concerns. Having been based for 

many years in Thailand, he has been leading on one of the 
largest studies on the welfare conditions of elephants, tigers 
and primates used in entertainment in Asia. This shed light 
on the inadequate conditions and suffering of these animals in 
an industry that caters to travelers seeking unique, yet often 
misguided experiences. Further involvement included curbing 
the bear bile industry in Vietnam, China and South Korea, 
exposing unsustainable practices of the civet coffee industry, 
researching wildlife markets and rehabilitating victims of the 
illegal trade, ending bear entertainment in Pakistan and India 
and providing advice or support to other organizations caring for 
wild animals.

6



Rosario Carro Sevilla, MS: Campaign 
Leader, Franz Weber Foundation (Spain) 
— Rosario Carro Sevilla is the campaign 
leader for the Southern Europe and Latin 
America delegation. She is an activist in 
the Prou platform, which achieved the 
abolition of bullfighting in Catalonia. She 
also worked on the campaign that won a 
ban on circuses with animals in Catalonia. 

Rosario is the coordinator for ZOOXXI, a campaign for the 
reconversion of zoos. She is currently leading the process for 
the reconversion of the Barcelona Zoo (Catalunya) through a 
citizen’s initiative. Rosario has a degree in Physical Science, 
Master in Animal Law and Society, and Postgraduate in 
Anthrozoology.

Ed Stewart: President and Co-founder, 
Performing Animal Welfare Society (US) 
— Together with his partner, the late Pat 
Derby, Ed Stewart founded PAWS in 1984 
to advocate and provide sanctuary for 
abandoned, abused or retired performing 
animals and victims of the exotic animal 
trade. PAWS established the nation’s first 
elephant sanctuary in 1986. Ed oversees 

PAWS’ three California sanctuaries, including the 2,300-acre 
natural habitat ARK 2000 refuge, where the organization cares 
for elephants, tigers, lions, bears, nonhuman primates, and 
other wild or exotic species. He has positioned PAWS as the 
leader in the “confront captivity” movement, which examines 
the ethics and efficacy of confining wild animals for novelty, 
education and conservation. Ed is recognized for his expertise 
in the management and care of wild animals, and his innovative 
habitat designs at ARK 2000. He serves on the Director’s 
Advisory Committee on the Humane Care and Treatment of 
Wild Animals for the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, 
and is a member of the advisory committees for the Detroit 
Zoological Society’s Center for Zoo Animal Welfare and The 
Whale Sanctuary Project. Ed regularly consults for organizations 
around the world on wild animal rescues and habitat design, and 
has worked in range countries on projects aimed at mitigating 
human-elephant conflict. 

Duncan Strauss (Moderator): Radio 
Show Host, “Talking Animals” (US) 
— Duncan Strauss is the host of “Talking 
Animals,” a radio show about animals and 
animal issues he launched in Southern 
California in 2003. For the last dozen 
years, the program has aired on WMNF, 
an NPR affiliate in Tampa. The core of 
“Talking Animals” involves long-form 

interviews with a vast array of guests, including Jane Goodall, 
Alec Baldwin, Temple Grandin, Senator Raymond J. Lesniak, 
Lily Tomlin, and a sizable number of those speaking at this 
conference. Strauss is a regular contributor to The Washington 
Post’s animal blog and has written about animals and animal 
welfare for The Huffington Post, The Palm Beach Post, and 
Deep Roots Magazine. Covering other topics, he spent ten years 
writing for The Los Angeles Times, and his work appeared in 
national magazines, including Rolling Stone. Information about 
“Talking Animals” – including audio archives/podcasts of every 
show – can be found at TalkingAnimals.net.

Tony Verhulst: Founder, Elephant 
Haven (France) — Tony Verhulst is 
responsible for the care of the elephants 
who will live at Elephant Haven, the 
development of the habitats, and creating 
the plans for their care. He began working 
at the Antwerp Zoo/Planckendael in 1993; 
he cared for the elephants on a full-time 
basis from 2001 to 2015. Since childhood 

Tony has been passionate about the life of all animals, in 
particular animals that depend on people. There are currently 
more than 100 elephants in circuses and more than 500 living in 
zoos across Europe. With bans on elephants in circuses currently 
sweeping throughout Europe, a solution for these gentle giants 
is vital. Relocating them to their country of origin is not always a 
realistic option but creating a safe haven for them in Europe is.

Paul Waldau, PhD: Author, Professor 
and Lecturer paulwaldau.com (US) — Paul 
Waldau is an educator working at the 
intersection of animal studies, law, ethics, 
religion, and cultural studies. Paul retired 
in 2018 from Canisius College in Buffalo, 
NY, where he was Director of the graduate 
program in Anthrozoology. Paul taught 
Animal Law at Harvard Law School from 
2002 to 2014, and he has been teaching 

since 2009 in Harvard’s Summer School through which he 
will offer the online course “The Animal-Human Divide” in 
Summer 2019. An organizing member of The Great Ape Project 
in 1995, Paul served until 2008 as VP and Executive Director. 
After founding the Animals and Religion group at the American 
Academy of Religion, Paul spent a decade teaching ethics and 
public policy at Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine, 
where he was the Director of the Center for Animals and Public 
Policy until 2009. He has completed five books, which include 
Animal Studies — An Introduction (2013), Animal Rights 
(2011), and A Communion of Subjects: Animals in Religion, 
Science, and Ethics (2006).

Lisa Wathne: Manager, Captive Wildlife 
Protection, The Humane Society of the 
United States — Lisa Wathne began her 
career at an animal shelter in Washington 
State where she created and implemented 
the county’s first adoption program 
for dogs and cats. She then worked on 
numerous campaigns at the Progressive 
Animal Welfare Society, including the 

exposé of a dog dealer and the relocation of Ivan the gorilla from 
a department store to Zoo Atlanta. With the Humane Society 
of the United States, she helped spearhead successful ballot 
measures to ban leg hold traps, bear baiting, and hound hunting 
of bears and cougars in Washington, and then lobbied to prevent 
the legislature from overturning the initiatives. After seven years 
at PETA as a captive exotic animal specialist, Wathne returned 
to the HSUS to focus on captive wildlife issues, with an emphasis 
on state legislation to ban the private possession of dangerous 
wild animals. 

Stephen Wells, JD: Executive 
Director, Animal Legal Defense Fund 
(US) — Stephen Wells is the executive 
director of the Animal Legal Defense Fund 
(ALDF), which he joined in 1999. For 
six years (until 2006), he founded and 
served as the director of the organization’s 
successful Animal Law Program, which 
provides support and resources to ALDF’s 
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law professional and law student members and pro bono 
opportunities for attorneys and firms to assist with its mission. 
Steve has created a highly efficient, passionate, and talented 
team at the Animal Legal Defense Fund and an environment 
where everyone works together for one end: to end the 
exploitation and suffering of animals. He is committed to animal 
and environmental protection and, in addition to his full-time 
work with ALDF, has continued to volunteer his time for local 
organizations and projects. Steve lives in the western woodlands 
of Sonoma County, California, with his two cats.

Delci Winders, JD: Vice President 
& Deputy General Counsel for Captive 
Animal Law Enforcement, PETA 
Foundation (US) — Delcianna Winders is 
vice president and deputy general counsel 
for Captive Animal Law Enforcement for 
the PETA Foundation, where she heads 
up a team of lawyers, veterinarians, and 
scientists who work to create and enforce 
laws designed to help captive animals 

who are suffering in roadside zoos or beaten into performing 
in circuses. Delci’s legal work and scholarship focuses on 
challenging administrative agencies’ failures under animal 
protection laws.  She recently completed a two-year stint as 
Harvard’s first-ever Animal Law & Policy academic fellow, was a 
visiting scholar at the Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace, and 
an adjunct professor at Vermont Law School, Tulane University 
School of Law, and Loyola University New Orleans College of 
Law. Delci has published in media outlets and law reviews across 
the country, and was featured in O, The Oprah Magazine as one 
of “Six Women Who Dare.”

Steve Winter: Photojournalist 
stevewinterphoto.com (US) — Steve 
Winter is a wildlife photojournalist who 
has published stories with National 
Geographic Magazine for 27 years and 
who also produces TV documentary films 
for Nat Geo WILD. His specialty is big 
cats: he’s covered cougars, snow leopards, 
jaguars, leopards and tigers. Steve has 
received numerous awards, including 

top honors at World Press Photo and Pictures of the Year 
International; he’s also been named Wildlife Photographer of 
the Year by the BBC. 

Julie Woodyer: Campaigns Director, 
ZooCheck Canada (Canada) — Julie 
Woodyer has been involved in animal 
protection work for more than 25 
years.  She investigated animal cruelty 
on behalf of the Ontario SPCA, was the 
chair of a wildlife rehabilitation center, 
and has documented the culling of 
cormorants in the Great Lakes and the 
killing of grey whales in the North Pacific 

Ocean. Since 1999 Julie has worked for Zoocheck. In her role 
as campaigns director she is responsible for campaigns to 
protect wild animals. She has been instrumental in various 
successful campaigns for Zoocheck including improving animal 
protection laws; convincing Toronto City Council to transfer 
three elephants to PAWS and leads the legal battle to get Lucy 
out of her solitary confinement in Edmonton. She has also 
lead successful campaigns to stop the culling of wild horses in 
Alberta and end the supply of wild grizzly and black bear cubs 
in British Columbia and Manitoba by convincing officials to 
allow orphaned cubs to be returned to the wild. Julie is currently 
working to get similar protections for polar bear cubs and 
continues the fight for a polar bear named Yupik currently living 
in a substandard Mexican Zoo.

Nicole Zektser-Cruz, MS: 
Educator (US) — Nicole Zektser-
Cruz is an educator and advocate 
focused on social justice for 
humans, other animals, and 
the environment. She recently 
graduated from Canisius College 
with a Master of Science in 

Anthrozoology, where she began her work with Catherine 
Doyle to develop PAWS’ college outreach program, “Wildlife in 
Captivity: Exploring the Interface Between Humans and Wild 
Animals”, and is now the Program Coordinator. Nicole has 10+ 
years working in California’s public schools and currently leads 
an After School Program in Watsonville, California.

This list is current as of 10/29/2018 and is subject to change.
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