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An undercover look at Tumal
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death. Tumal Is still allve in this
|I|E|].II*E. MNotice the |HI’QE wound
EUUE”I'IQ the top of his head, where
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In Hythe, England, a
22-year-old elephant
keeper was killed when a
bull elephant wrapped
his trunk around the man
and crushed his head
against an iron railing.
Mark Aitken, who worked
at the Port Lympne
Wildlife Park near Kent,
was Killed instantly by
the 13-year-old elephant
Bindu. A spokesman for
the wildlife park called
Aitken “a highly gifted
elephant keeper” and
said Bindu’s gesture was
one of affection.

Thereare many cases of elephants who
die horrible deaths as a result of brutal
discipline from animal trainers.

The story of Tumai, a voung bull
elephant, graphically illustrates the
techniques used to “break the spirit” of
intractable elephants.

Turmai had a history of aggressive
attacks against keepers. Bull elephants
frequently exhibit more aggression than
fernales, and, until recently. were rarely
kept in captivity.

Today, because of increasing
concentration on captive elephant
reproductive programs, young bull
elephants are trained in an attempt to
keep them manageable enough to be used
for breeding In Tumai’s case, training was
not the answer. After a series of incidents
at the park which was his original home,
Tumai was sold to a circus in Florida and
subsequently became the property of a
popular “elephant consultant” who
specialized in training elephants for rides
and drcuses.

This consultant. an exponent of severe
discipline to control elephants, was
unable to quell Tumai'’s defiant spirit
enough to make him safe for public
exposure.

Elephant trainers frequently chain
difficult elephants in positions so
phrsically lmiting that they are scarcely
able to move. This is done to establish
dominance and to exhibit control. Tumai
was chained in this manner for most of
the summer with no shade or shelter. Zoo

medical reports indicate that he was fed
and watered infrequently to further
dehilitate his physical strength.

Weak as he was, Tumai continued to
defy his owner. Electric shock was
administered and failed. Tumai would not
be dominated. Tumais owner, and
another elephant trainer whowas
working at the zoo, were determined to
subdue Tumai. According to eve witness
reports, they rammed the elephant with a
skip loader tractor to show him there
were things bigger and stronger than he
Wils.

“They rammed him onece in the back
and once in the head, then left him lying
there. a witness reported later.

Tumai had sustained terrible physical
damage, and was unable to stand. At this
point, concerned individuals contacted
the zoo which was his original home and
reported Tumais abuse. The zoo
management, fearful of public exposure,
then met with the zoo divector and
requested that something be done about
the elephant.

According to reports that we received
later, Tumais owner was asked to remove
the elephant from the zoo grounds to
protect the zoo from public outrage
should his condition become knowin
Tumai’s owner and the other elephant
trainer tried unsuccessfully to load the
injured elephant in a truck When it was
apparent that it would be impossible to
move him, he was finally euthanized after
months of torment and suffering
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